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Abstract  Aesculus hippocastanum is one of the most important ornamental 
tree species that  one can find in the parks and green spaces of the town of 
Timisoara.Horse chestnut trees always existed in Timisoara in the last three 
hundred years, and still exist beautiful trees belonging to this species today. 
With its great hight, nice leaves and flowers, pleasent shape, the tree attracts 
the atention wherever it is, in parks, lanes, streets, yards. You can find 
Aesculus hipocastanum trees in many parts of the town. They attract the 
attention especially in may when they are filled with white or pink flowers. The 
present study tries to locate the most important trees situated in central parks 
of the town in main urban green areas.   
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Aesculus genus  
These deciduous trees and shrubs have a finger-like 
arrangement in leaflets of their compound leaves, and 
eye-catching spikes of cream to reddish flowers at 
branch ends in spring or summer. The large, nut-like 
seeds, released from round capsules, resemble chestnut 
but are bitter and inedible. At least half of the 20 or so 
species occur in North America, the remainder are 
scattered across temperate Asia and Europe. Renowned 
as majestic park and avenue trees in European cities, in 
the wild they are primarily trees of valley floor, where 
they grow in sheltered position in deep soil with good 
moisture. Although most are frost hardy, they perform 
best in those cool climates where seasons are sharply 
demarcated and summers are warm.  
Aesculus hippocastanum  
This tree originated in the mountain valleys of the 
Greece-Albania border region and is now widely 
planted in parks, avenues and large gardens in Europe. 
It can reach 30m, though is usually half that and bears 
striking ‘candles’ of bloom in spring and early 
summer; individual flowers have crumpled white petals 
with a yellow basal patch which ages to dull red. Fruit 
have a leathery case covered with short prickles and in 
fall (autumn) release large seeds, known as ‘conkers’ 
to British children. The dark green foliage turns 
yellow-brown in fall.  
Justitie Park (Park of Justice) is situated in center of 
Timisoara, near the town hall, in an area surrounded by 
large boulevards and on one part by the river Bega. 
The park has nice old trees of different species, while 
the grassy areas are smaller in size. There are a few 
monuments too. The total surface of the Aesculus 
hippocastanum tree crowns is 79,39m2. There are 5 
individuals belonging to this species in the park. Their 
ages are between 20 and 40 years. Their average height 
is near 13m. The trees are situated mainly in the 

neighbourhood of surrounding buildings, in the vicinity 
of Park Restaurant, and the building of the Politechnic 
Institute use by the Faculty of Hydrotechnics.  
Copiilor (Childrens) Park is situated in Timisoara on 
the bank of the river Bega near the center of the town.  
It has nice old trees of different species and used to 
have playgrounds for children.  There are 46 Aesculum 
hippocastanum trees in the park, aged between 50 and 
60 years. The average height of the trees is 16 m. The 
total surface of the tree crowns is 1114 m2. The 
diameter of the crowns is 9 to 10m. The hippocastanum 
are between the old nice trees of the park, located in 
different parts of the green space.  
Centrul Civic (Civic Center) Park, is situated in the 
center of Timisoara, behind Bega Store House. The 
green space appeared forty years ago, when the region 
was rebuilt after the demolition of an old building. 
There are 36 hippocastanum trees in the park. The 
Aesculus hippocastanum are 20 to 30 years old, 7 to 8 
m high. The total surface of the crowns is 415,77 m2. 
The trees were planted all over the green space. When 
the park was created 40 years ago the tree species were 
mixed equally in the whole area. Civic Center Park is 
rather a transit area than a place where people come to 
walk in their free time.  The diameter of the crowns of 
the hippocastanum is 4 to 5 m wide. In Alpinet and 
Rozelor parks, that we also studied, we found no 
Chestnut trees, thought there is a great variety of trees 
and shrubs.  
Though Aesculus hipocastanum can be found all over 
the town, on the side of lanes, in parks, in alleys, it is 
not the most common species that ca be found. 
Hippocastanum trees represent a great ecological and 
esthetic value wherever they are located, and can be 
distinguished easily from the mass of other trees bye 
shape, dimensions and colour.  Though one can find 
this species in rows of trees in many streets of the 
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town, it is not between the most common trees used for 
this purpose. In certain areas, and in some streets its 
great dimension at maturity can represent a problem, 
and perhaps this is why chestnut trees are avoided. 
Chestnut trees are between the most decorative trees of 
Timisoara, and are more common in central and well to 
do areas of the town. It can be rarely seen in poorer 
areas and in the outskirts. In Timisoara at least two 
thirds of the existing chestnut trees have white flowers, 
and only a minority have pink flowers which are 
hybrids (Aesculus X carnea). 
 
Results and Discussions 
 
Aeculus hippocastanum is a valuable species, present 
in many green spaces of Timisoara. The individuals are 
often conspicuous and contribute a lot to the outlook of 
certain urban areas. There are trees which are very old 
and have a great visual and ecological value, while 
others are younger. Generally the most beautiful trees 
are the old ones. Chestnuts are not present in all 
important parks of Timisoara, but can be found in 
many. Their numbers and importance are variable. It is 
known that in the last period Cameraria ohridella 
created great damages affecting nearly all the trees in 
the town and in Europe generally. The individuals are 
sometimes concentrated near building or streets, where 

have been planted years ago with a special purpose. 
The great size of certain individuals can become a 
problem in some places. 
 
Conclusions 
 
1.Aesculus hipocastanum trees are present in many 
parks of Timisoara, but not in all of them. 
2.The trees have ages up to 80 years and according 
features. They represent a great ecologic and esthetic 
value wherever they are. 
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